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St Columbanus: Letter to French Bishops

Tn the name of Insyira‘cion echoing across the ages

our common Iord, Born less than 10km from here in 540, St Columbanus made a call
J_alease allow me to for unity that still reverberates across Europe. Closer to home,

»

remain in silence in aspects of his life have been echoed by events in Bunclody over

these woods.’ the centuries...
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Téann an tsiuléid 7.2km go Cill
Bhréanainn tri straici fothaineacha
faoi choillte sula nochtfar
lanléargais aille a bhfuil an
staighre Dubh is suntasai ag baint
leo. Leanfaidh siuléid ardaitheach
4km ansin chuig na Naoi gCloch,
tas oifigitil Turas Columbanus.
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This area's woodlanc
valleys led St Colum
value of solitude. In

s, rivers, mountains and
panus to discover the
ater years, he sought

similar places for ref

ection when facing

adversity. The earliest written reference to

Bunclody echoes his

quest for solitude by

fleetingly referring to an unnamed hermit
living here around the year 769.

Columbanus's steadfast commitment to
his beliefs caused conflict with powerful
authorities. Over a thousand years later,
Bunclody witnessed a bloody clash between
2500 rebels led by Catholic priest Fr Mogue

Kearns and the local

military garrison. An

unknown number were killed during the Battle

of Newtownbarry as

Bunclody was then known.

Less lethal disorder also led to the prohibition
of 'pattern days' around this time. These were
celebrations of a local saint's feast day and

near Bunclody, St Colman was commemorated

on 22 July. Some bel
brother of St Finian,

ieve Colman was a
founder of the renowned

Clonard monastery who was born at nearby
Myshall and taught Sinnel, Columbanus's

earliest mentor.

FROM HERE...

The 7.2km walk to Kilbrannish
passes through sheltered wooded
stretches before revealing
beautiful panoramas dominated
by the Blackstairs mountains. An
ascending 4km walk then leads
to the Nine Stones, the official
start of The Columban Way.

ITALIAN

Y ¢  Scanni questo codice

iy Ly QR per ottenere

ulteriori informazioni
turistici in ltaliano.

Uiscebhealaf Eireann ~ Watterweys Airlann
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» Déan réamhphleanail agus ullmhaigh * Plan ahead and prepare

* Smaoinigh ar dhaoine eile * Be considerate of others

* Biodh meas agat ar ainmhithe feirme ¢ Respect farm animals and
agus aran bhFiadhulra wildlife

* Taistil agus campail ar thalamh * Travel and camp on durable
daingean ground

* Fag rud ar bith a fhaigheann td * Leave what you find
* Faigh réidh le dramhail mar is ceart * Dispose of waste properly
* Damaiste 6 thine a laghdu * Minimise the effects of fire
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Welcome to the
Columban Way, the
Irish section of the
Via Columbani

Tracing its way from Mt Leinster
to Bangor, across Ireland and eight
countries of Europe to Bobbio

in Northern lItaly, it echoes a
tradition of pilgrimage by uniting
different counties and countries

in a vision of a common humanity.
It is inspired by St Columbanus, a
6th century monk and pilgrim. His
messages, though delivered nearly
1500 years ago, have a remarkable
relevance today.
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Séadchomhartha 1798 i |ar Bhaile Bhun Cloidi
1798 monument in Bunclody Town centre
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Tus eosse preptur sit venis volup
tam fugiat veratem qui alitio ipis
pe necati to et dolorerat latiore
pelent pos sit volecae niet et occ
usamusa ium ipsundu cienduc
ilumquia epraeri con conserum
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Distance and time Ascent
(start to £mish) 400m

13 km/3 hours

Dif culty

Moderate

Dogs
Dogs allowed if kept on a
leash at all times

Definition

of grade

This trail has some climbs and

may have an uneven surface

where the going is rough

underfoot with some obstacles

such as protruding roots, rocks

etc. The routes are appropriate
) \, TURAS COLUMBANUS

for people with a moderate level THE COLUMBAN WAY

of fitness and some walking

experience.
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St Mary's Church of Ireland 1798 monument in Bunclody Town centre
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